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332-1

332-2

332-3
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Responses for Document 00332

00332-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00332-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00332-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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333-1

333-2

333-3
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Responses for Document 00333

00333-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00333-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00333-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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334-1

334-2

334-3
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Responses for Document 00334

00334-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00334-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00334-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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335-1

335-2
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Responses for Document 00335

00335-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00335-002: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.
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336-1

336-2

336-3
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Responses for Document 00336

00336-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00336-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00336-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.

00336-004: Thank you for your comment.
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337-1
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Responses for Document 00337

00337-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00337-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00337-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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338-1
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Responses for Document 00338

00338-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5, “Alternatives and Issues
Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.”

00338-002: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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339-1
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339-3
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Responses for Document 00339

00339-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5, “Alternatives and Issues
Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.”

00339-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5, “Alternatives and Issues
Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.”

00339-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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340-1

340-2

340-3
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Responses for Document 00340

00340-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00340-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00340-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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341-1

341-2

341-3
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Responses for Document 00341

00341-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00341-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00341-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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342-1

342-2

342-3
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Responses for Document 00342

00342-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00342-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00342-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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343-1

343-2

343-3
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Responses for Document 00343

00343-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00343-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00343-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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344-3
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Responses for Document 00344

00344-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00344-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00344-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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345-3
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Responses for Document 00345

00345-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00345-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00345-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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Responses for Document 00346

00346-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00346-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00346-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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347-1
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347-3



2172

Responses for Document 00347

00347-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00347-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00347-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”



2173

348-1

348-2

348-3



2174

Responses for Document 00348

00348-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00348-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00348-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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Responses for Document 00349

00349-001: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00349-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00349-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”
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Responses for Document 00350

00350-001: Thank you for your comment.

00350-002: The reader is referred to the material on audits found in Section 2.5 of the FEIS, Alternatives and
Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00350-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated
from Detailed Analysis.”

00350-004: Thank you for your comment.
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00351-1

00351-2

00351-3

Document 00351
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Responses for Document 00351

00351-001: Thank you for your comment.

00351-002: Thank you for your comment.

00351-003: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed
Analysis.”
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00352-1

Document 00352
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00352-2

00352-3
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00352-4
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Responses for Document 00352

00352-001: Thank you for your comment.

00352-002: Thank you for your comment.

00352-003: Thank you for your comment.

00352-004: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed
Analysis.”



2185

00353-1

Document 00353
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Responses for Document 00353

00353-001: Thank you for your comment.
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00354-1

00354-2

00354-3

00354-4

00354-5

00354-6

00354-7

00354-8

00354-9

00354-10

00354-11
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Document 00354
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00354-12
(Cont.)

00354-13

00354-14
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Responses for Document 00354

00354-001: Incidents, such as those mentioned in the comment, have resulted in modifications to the manner in which TAPS is
operated. In order to be more proactive, the BLM and member agencies of JPO (in close cooperation with APSC)
have begun a systematic process to identify the critical functional components of TAPS.  The process, called
reliability centered maintenance (RCM), is an ongoing system-by-system audit that determines function, failure
modes, consequence and preventative maintenance of critical systems.  The BLM is committed to RCM and believes
that this process represents a proactive approach to oversight and regulation of TAPS.  In addition, RCM is widely
used in the airline and other industries as the standard tool for reducing risk of failure to critical system components.
Reducing risk in TAPS-critical systems directly translates to reducing risks to safety and the environment.

00354-002: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, “Alternatives and Issues Considered but Eliminated from Detailed
Analysis.”

00354-003: The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.

00354-004: The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of the FEIS, in which audits are addressed under Alternatives and Issues
Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.

00354-005: Thank you for your comment.

00354-006: The BLM and the agencies within JPO acknowledge both that there have been legitimate issues related to APSC's
Employee Concerns Program (ECP) and that APSC has undertaken considerable efforts to improve and refine its
ECP program.

The BLM and JPO expect to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of APSC's ECP through confidential surveys that
will seek input from all TAPS employees (see Section 4.8.4 of the FEIS). Like the three prior surveys, these efforts
can provide broad measures of the confidence that TAPS workers have in APSC's ECP and can suggest areas needing
improvement.

The JPO also notes that a confidential hotline (1-800-764-5070) currently exists for employees or members of the
public to report issues and concerns about TAPS.  Recorded messages are checked daily by the BLM-Alaska Special
Agent’s office.  The purpose of the hotline is to identify issues relating to pipeline integrity, public safety,
environmental protections and regulatory compliance for incorporation into the JPO work program.  The BLM also
refers employees seeking personal relief (e.g., restoration of employment or lost compensation) to the U.S.
Department of Labor or other appropriate authorities for further investigation.

00354-007: The BLM and member agencies of the JPO use an adaptive management approach to evaluate the effectiveness of
stipulations and regulatory oversight. Ongoing monitoring programs, as identified in the 12 Comprehensive
Monitoring Reports published since 1996, provide BLM and JPO with the necessary information to evaluate the
effectiveness of stipulations in the Grant and Lease.

The reader is referred to Section 4.1.1 (JPO oversight) and specifically to Sections 4.1.1.2 (Adaptive Nature of the
Grant in Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.3 (Risk-based Compliance Monitoring), 4.1.1.4 (JPO Comprehensive
Monitoring Program), and 4.1.1.8 (Coordinated Planning and Response to Abnormal Incidents) for more information
on the role of adaptive management as a JPO business practice.

00354-008: Thank you for your comment.

00354-009: See the text box in Section 4.4.4.3 “ Oil Spill Planning for the Copper River Drainage.”
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00354-010: The BLM and the agencies within JPO acknowledge both that there have been legitimate issues related to APSC’s
Employee Concerns Program (ECP) and that APSC has undertaken considerable efforts to improve and refine its
ECP program.

The BLM and JPO expect to continue to evaluate the effectiveness of APSC's ECP through confidential surveys that
will seek input from all TAPS employees (see Section 4.8.4 of the FEIS). Like the three prior surveys, these efforts
can provide broad measures of the confidence that TAPS workers have in APSC's ECP and can suggest areas needing
improvement.

The JPO also notes that a confidential hotline (1-800-764-5070) currently exists for employees or members of the
public to report issues and concerns about TAPS.  Recorded messages are checked daily by the BLM-Alaska Special
Agent’s office.  The purpose of the hotline is to identify issues relating to pipeline integrity, public safety,
environmental protections and regulatory compliance for incorporation into the JPO work program.  The BLM also
refers employees seeking personal relief (e.g., restoration of employment or lost compensation) to the U.S.
Department of Labor or other appropriate authorities for further investigation.

00354-011: The reader is directed to Section 2.5 in which the need for additional audits is discussed. In addition, Section 4.4.4.3
describes spill response and mitigation in the Copper River Drainage.

00354-012: The seismic design of the pipeline took all active faults into consideration. To reduce the likelihood of pipe rupture at
the fault crossings, the pipe is above ground and on supports that allow relative displacement across the fault.  The
pipeline design was based on the possibility that severe seismic events could occur. Section 4.4 of the EIS discusses
the spill scenarios considered and the estimated impacts from those scenarios.  The scenarios range from high
frequency/low consequence events to low frequency/high consequence occurrences. Potential seismic activity and
fault displacements along the pipeline were included as potential spill initiators.  The discussion includes potential
impacts in the Copper River drainage area. Oil spill prevention and response capabilities and related activities
specific to the Copper River drainage area are discussed more fully in the text box that has been added to Section
4.4.4.3.

00354-013: Presence of visible blue smoke lingering in the air from the oil tanker does not necessarily means serious ambient air
quality problems in Valdez area.  The decision to install and operate permanent air quality monitoring system in
Valdez would have to be made based on the levels of ambient concentrations monitored for a limited duration in
order to adequately characterize current air quality levels.

00354-014: Although 45 days is understandably a short time to review a document of this size, the time period is consistent with
the Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act regarding
the review of draft environmental impact statements. Significant effort was made to advise people of the schedule
and duration of the review well in advance (one year).  The DEIS was published on schedule and many substantive
comments on the content of the DEIS, including yours, were received during the 45-day period.

While comments on the DEIS had to be received by the end of the 45-day comment period in order to be addressed in
the Final EIS, additional provisions for involvement in the decision-making process apply to Tribal governments and
Native organizations.  The process of government-to-government consultation allows these groups to continue
dialogue with the Bureau of Land Management.
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00355-1

Document 00355



2192

Responses for Document 00355

00355-001: Thank you for your comment.
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00356-1

Document 00356
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Responses for Document 00356

00356-001: The reader is directed to the discussion of escrow funds found in Section 2.5.
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00357-1

Document 00357



2196

Responses for Document 00357

00357-001: Thank you for your comment.
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00358-1

Document 00358
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Responses for Document 00358

00358-001: Maps D-5 and D-10 (renumbered as D-2 and D-6 in the FEIS) have been corrected.
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00359-1

00359-2

Document 00359
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Responses for Document 00359

00359-001: Thank you for your comment.

00359-002: The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) directs federal agencies to analyze the potential impacts on the
human environment that could be expected to result from proposed actions and their alternatives.  Specifically
included in that direction are social and cultural considerations, as well as economic impacts and impacts on the
natural environment.  This EIS includes analyses of social and cultural impacts in addition to environmental and
economic impacts, as required by NEPA and the Council on Environmental Quality regulations. Political
considerations are not analyzed in the EIS because they are not considered impacts on the human environment as
defined under NEPA; however, political considerations are not precluded from the final decision-making process that
will occur after the EIS is finalized.
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00360-1

00360-2

Document 00360
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Responses for Document 00360

00360-001: Thank you for your comment.

00360-002: Thank you for your comment.
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00361-1

00361-2

Document 00361
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Responses for Document 00361

00361-001: Thank you for your comment.

00361-002: Thank you for your comment.



2205

00362-1

Document 00362
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Responses for Document 00362

00362-001: Thank you for your comment.
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00363-1

Document 00363
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Responses for Document 00363

00363-001: Thank you for your comment.
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00364-1

00364-2

Document 00364
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Responses for Document 00364

00364-001: Thank you for your comment.

00364-002: Thank you for your comment.
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00365-1

00365-2

Document 00365
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Responses for Document 00365

00365-001: Information on the impacts of TAPS on wildlife are presented in Section 4.3.17. Hunting and trapping are not
allowed within the ROW (see Table 4.1-2). Additionally, no firearm hunting is allowed within 5 miles of either side
of the Dalton Highway within GMUs 20, 24, 25, and 26 (Dalton Highway Corridor Management Area).

00365-002: Impacts to wildlife are discussed in Section 4.3.17 of the FEIS.  See also Section 2.5, “Alternatives and Issues
Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Analysis.”




